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Minister’'s Letter

As Christmas approaches, no doubt your plans and
preparations will be underway. You have probably
already decided where you are going to be for
your Christmas dinner, or how many people you
are hosting this year. You may even be so
organised that you have already bought your
Christmas presents, or perhaps you are not that
kind of person and you are hoping it doesn’t
become a dash around the shops on Christmas Eve again, like last
year!

Christmas means different things to different people. To some, it
is all about getting together with the family. For others, it is all
about making sure the children or the grandchildren have a great
time. Or maybe you think it is all about eating the biggest and
most extravagant meal of the year! My abiding memory of
Christmas as a child was our annual trip to my grandparents,
spending our time with various cousins and friends of the family.

Inevitably, Christmas takes on a very different meaning after the
birth of a child. But more than that - as | think back to the first
few weeks of life with our children, | cannot help but wonder what
it must have been like for Mary and Joseph. It was certainly a less
than ideal situation for Mary to have to travel many miles whilst
heavily pregnant, and the idea of giving birth somewhere
unfamiliar and about as ill-equipped for giving birth as you can
imagine, must have been terrifying. When you compare these
circumstances to having a baby in a modern NHS hospital,
surrounded by all the things that are designed to make the birth
safe and as comfortable as possible, it highlights just how
fortunate we are in our modern world and how much of a
challenge it must have been.

Christmas is a special time of the year and in our parish we will be
having various services and activities to celebrate it and | hope you
will be able to join us. Whatever way you choose to enjoy this
season, may we never forget that we can enjoy the festivities
because of the struggles that Mary and Joseph went through and
that, through that difficulty, God worked a miracle and the world
was changed forever through the birth of Jesus:
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“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9.6)
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The Revd Scott Talbott

Readings at Communion

2 Dec Jer 33.14-16 1 Thess 3.9-13 Luke 21.25-36
9 Dec Malachi 3.1-4 Phil 1.3-11 Luke 3.1-6

16 Dec Zeph 3.14-20 Phil 4.4-7 Luke 3.7-18
23 Dec Micah 5.2-5 Heb 10.5-10 Luke 1.39-55
24 Dec 11.15pm Isa 52.7-11 Heb 1.1-4 John 1.1-14
25 Dec 8.00am Isa 52.7-11 Heb 1.1-4 John 1.1-14
25 Dec 10.00am Isa 62.6-12 Titus 3.4-7 Luke 2.1-20
30 Dec 1 Sam 2.18-20,26 Col 3.12-17 Luke 2.41-52

Prayer Suggestions
Week beginning:
2 Dec That we may make time in our lives for God
9 Dec Those dependent on food banks
16 Dec  Those dependent on Benefits
23 Dec  That we may find room for the infant Christ
30 Dec For courage to face the New Year

For Local Churches

The Deanery The Methodist Circuit
2 Dec St Oswald’s, Croxley Bushey and Oxhey
9 Dec Sarratt & Chipperfield Carpenders Park & S Oxhey
16 Dec St Andrew’s, Chorleywood Croxley Green
23 Dec St Lawrence, Bovingdon Flamstead

30 Dec St Mary’s, Rickmansworth ~ Gaddesden Row



People Living Locally
2 Dec Nightingale Road
9 Dec Swan House
16 Dec Victoria Close, Nightingale Place
23 Dec Swallow Close, Thrush Green, Raven Close
30 Dec Townfield, Parsonage Farm

A Prayer for December

At the start of the Christian Year, let us commit ourselves to being

better followers of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. May we use

Advent to understand the significance of God becoming human and

starting earthly life as a helpless babe, look again at what Jesus

said, taught and did, and try to live accordingly. And when

Christmas comes may we be able to celebrate with greater joy.
Amen

Ramblings of a Retiring Reader

Mi chael Baker

The title says it all, doesn’t it? Yes, by the time this
article appears in print, | shall have retired. And this
time it will be final, because on Advent Sunday 2018 :»
the Permission to Officiate, issued to me by the
Bishop of Hertford when | turned 70 and my ;
Reader’s Licence expired, will have expired too and |

| will become a Reader Emeritus, allowed to wear
robes of office on ceremonial occasions and attend
functions for Readers but not to preach or conduct
services, even in emergency.

This is not because of any heresy or other disgraceful conduct on my part - |
could have applied for a further extension but decided not to, because | feel
that after 23 years as a Reader it is time to call it a day, sit down gracefully
and devote more time to Beryl before | fall down. There comes a time when
one does, in truth, need to ‘spend more time with one’s family’ and this is
one of them. As many of you will remember, | have ‘retired’ once before
but returned on occasion, like George Smiley in the le Carré spy stories, to
help out in time of need. | do not expect (or want) a second ‘farewell’ - | am
not going anywhere just yet.

When | decided to train as a Reader, | hoped | was going be able to do
something useful. | was aware that | had been given certain talents - the
ability to ‘tell a story’, to explain ideas and concepts in a reasonably lively
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and concise manner. | had used these, in my professional life, largely to
present facts in court to see that lawbreakers were dealt with in a proper
manner. In the course of time, | came to the conclusion that a great many of
those | was pursuing were, in fact, victims - of others brighter than them
who were exploiting their weaknesses or misfortunes or circumstances. |
hoped to be able to apply those talents in professional retirement for some
more constructive purpose, to serve God, | thought, by trying to put over
what the Church teaches in reasonable and imaginative terms.

I should pause here to explain that as a youngster | had attended Sunday
afternoon Bible classes, but had come close to losing my faith on being told
that people would accept that if something was in the Bible it was true. |
knew that wasn’t so and said so. How could you prove that if something was
in the Bible it must be true? ‘Well, Michael’, was the withering reply. ‘If you
were a proper Christian you would know it is.” That, for me, was no sort of
an answer. God cannot be served by an untruth, however pious. As far as |
was concerned, if God has given us brains and the power to reason, he must
intend us to use them. Fortunately my faith was later restored to me
through my reading (and my imagination).

A low point in my Reader ministry was hearing the Vicar of a neighbour
parish (no longer in office) solemnly declaring to a Deanery Synod ‘It is time
to topple Reason from her throne.’ At this | felt | had to stand up and
protest. Without reason, how were we to convince anyone of anything? | was
not convinced by his reply - which was that he hadn’t exactly meant what he
had just said.

But this article should not be all about me. In my time at St Mary’s | have
known five very different Vicars - Norman Hill, John Richardson, Bruce
Driver, Stephen Mepham, and Deborah Snowball. All have been supportive in
different ways; all have had different strengths and qualities - and foibles.
All have had different styles of worship - the way in which services are
conducted at St Mary’s has changed very much over the years, and not only
through the integration here with the Methodists, which | regard as an
unmitigated good, and the consequent evolution of our liturgy - without
losing the essentials.

| have come to the conclusion that God isn’t really too worried about how
we worship him. The important thing is that we should do so
wholeheartedly, ‘in spirit and in truth’, and that it should really be God
whom we are worshipping - not the church or, heaven forbid, a party in it.
Styles of worship, and what we find acceptable in it, have to change over
time. God, of course, doesn’t change, but the way we perceive God does, as
does the way we approach him/her/them. (Someone, sooner or later, will
have to invent a suitable pronoun for God). We cannot do so directly, so we
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have to use means our minds can comprehend. We have to use words,
poetry, myth (by which | mean stories or parables) and symbolism
to express our perception of what God is like. But we live in a world where
people seem to have lost the capacity to understand the power of these
things, and the same, unfortunately, goes for large parts of the church.
After all, God is too vast for any of us to see whole. He is ‘the One Who Is’.
Any one of us can glimpse only a tiny part of that whole. As is often said,
Jesus is the face God has turned to us. Beyond that, each of us has only his
or her own vision, and perhaps, in eternity, it will be our delight to share
those visions directly with each other. But it follows, surely, that there can
be no humanly-devised way of worship that is completely right for all
believers and all occasions. Words, action and music have to come together
in a satisfying whole, and there are some modes of worship (I won’t specify
them) from which | instinctively flee. When the Psalmist calls on us to ‘Make
a joyful noise unto the Lord’, ‘noise’ is not the operative word. Worship is
meant to bring us closer to God, and there are times when words alone
won’t do; only music can serve our need. | thank God for the music at St
Mary’s and hope it may continue. But there are times when we have to be
still, and know that God Is.

| am no musician, unfortunately; | have tried to use words as far as | can, not
always adequately. At the end of what is probably my favourite book, ‘The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn’, when all is explained, Tom Sawyer’s Uncle
Silas, a Southern Baptist deacon, is so confused that, says the narrator Huck
Finn, ‘it made him kind of drunk and he preached a sermon at the prayer-
meeting that gave him a rattling reputation, because the oldest man in the
world couldn’t have understood it’. | hope some at least of my sermons
have been comprehensible. At all events, it has been an interesting journey.
| have said what | have had to say, and it is now time for me to sit down, be
still, and listen to others.

All Good Things Must Come to an End
The Revd Deborah Snowball

A good number of you will recall the Thanksgiving for Ministry
Service we held for Michael Baker in 2015. We took a collection,
offered our thanks, and marked Michael’s ‘stepping back’ from the
frontline of being a Reader (particularly from such delights as
attending church meetings, and offering to cover and preach at
services across the Deanery and Circuit.)

It was in 2008, upon turning 70 and when his Licence as Reader
expired, that Michael was given Permission to Officiate (PTO) as

-8-



Reader at St Mary’s - and across the wider Deanery and Diocese.
With my happy encouragement, this was renewed in 2013 and
Michael has continued to offer ministry at St Mary’s - conducting
funerals and services for the Interment of Ashes, leading Evening
Prayer on Sunday evenings, preaching occasionally, assisting with
the administering of Holy Communion, and being a general all-
round cheerful friend and Minister within our community. There
are many who have come to value his insight, wisdom and wit.
Now, some years on, after due thought, prayer and consideration,
Michael has chosen not seek the renewal of his status as having
PTO, but has chosen to move to become Reader Emeritus. He still
gets to dress up in his robes for fancy occasions! (His words, not
mine!) but this is a moment to say, Well done, good and faithful
servant to Michael, for the way in which he has (and no doubt will
continue to) serve both St Mary’s and the wider community - and
to let him have a well-earned rest.

Michael’s last official preaching engagement will be on Advent
Sunday, when he will preach at both the 8.00am and 10.00am
services. | do hope many of you will be able to attend, to offer
Michael your support and friendship on this occasion.

Christmas at St Mary'’s

Part 2, and beyond...

Following on from details provided in the November edition of
LINK, below you will find further information for events taking
place during December and the Christmas period.

Blessing of Cribs

If you have a crib which you use at home and would like it blessed,
please bring it along to one of the morning services on Advent
Sunday.

Christmas Experience

We shall be preparing the Church for the Christmas Experience
again this year. We shall start on the morning of Saturday 8
December. In addition to items we have from previous years we
need: blankets and pots and pans for Mary’s house; sheep and clay
pots for the shepherds’ fields; fabric for the tent of the Magi; hay
bales (?) for the stable. If you can loan any of these please do and
if you can help to set up, the more the merrier!



The Christmas Tree of Prayer

The tradition of decorating our Christmas Tree of Prayer with the
names of those family, friends or situations we are thinking of at
this time continues. The ‘decorations’ on this special tree are the
stars that shine as lights of hope. The tree will be in Church from
Sunday 16 December until Twelfth Night. The Church is open during
daylight hours for you to come and add names, and you are
welcome to invite others to do so too. Feel free to spread the word
about this lovely tree of prayer and hope.

Decorating the Church

Decorating will take place on Saturday 22, but if you have
evergreen foliage, please bring it along to church on Friday 21 and
place it under the Tower.

Christmas Greetings

There are two options for sharing Christmas Greetings at St Mary’s
this year:

1. Used by an increasing number of members of our
congregation, there is a board at the back of church where
people can put up a card to everyone in the parish. Money
that would have been spent on cards is then given to the
charities named below via the same system. Please, if you can
- do use this method for people you are going to see.

2. There will be a place at the back of church for people to
‘post’ their cards. There is an invited ‘charge’ of 10p
per card which will be divided equally between the
Children’s Society and Action for Children; please drop
payment into the Parish Office. The boxes will be
available from Sunday 9 December until after the

Service on Sunday 6 January. Any cards not collected by
this date will be given over to a recycling facility.

There are many cards left behind each year, which is a real shame:
if you see some cards you could deliver, please take them and pop
them through the person’s letter box. In addition, if you feel you
really would like to send a card to someone - rather than to the
whole church family (as in Option 1 above) - please consider
sending a card to someone you don’t know so well, as there are
many members of our congregation who don’t receive a card from
anyone at the church.

Carol Service
6. 00pm Sunday 23 December
As in previous years, the Carol Service will be followed by mince
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pies and mulled wine in the Church Centre. We shall be asking for
volunteers to make mince pies this year, so if you would like to
donate a few, feel free: please bring them along in the morning.
Crib Service: The Journey to Bethlehem

4. 00pm Christmas Eve

This service is principally for families with young children - but
others are also very welcome to attend. If you are bringing along
younger family members, please encourage them to dress up as a
shepherd, a lamb or an angel. (We often have far too many Marys
and Josephs - but that’s fun too!)

Services through the Christmas Season
Blue Christmas

600pm, Sunday 30 December

Christmas is a difficult time for some, for many different reasons.
This is a quieter, more reflective service, with readings and music
to offer comfort. All are welcome to come - whether for yourself,
or to support another.

The Naming and Circumcision of Christ

9.30am Tuesday 1 January

It’s the first day of the New Year, and we do hope to see many of
you in church - even if you’ve also ‘seen in’ the New Year!
Following the Service, there’ll be mince pies and mulled wine at
The Vicarage. For those who wish, we shall have a New Year’s Day
Church Family walk (probably an amble!) around the Aquadrome,
concluding with mince pies and mulled wine at The Vicarage.
Please sign up in order to let Deborah know how many mince pies
to make and how much wine to mull!

Looking forward to Epiphany

10. 00am Sunday 6 January
The Kings will make their way into the Crib at the 10.00am Service

and, on one of the very few occasions in the year when we do so,
we shall use incense as an additional facet of our worship.

Oberammergau 2020
The Revd Deborah Snowball
Booking is already well under way for the Passion Play in
Oberammergau. It might seem quite early to book but, really, it
isn’t! Brochures are at the back of church, and I’d be happy to
chat with you to tell you more if you have questions.
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New Garden of Remembrance

A new Garden of Remembrance is required at St Mary’s as the
current one is full. Having explored the Churchyard fully, the area
that can most practicably be used for a new Garden is the area to
the North-west of the War Memorial, in the North-east area of the
Churchyard. This area is easily accessible, free from any particular
maintenance requirements and, as far as we are aware, free from
service/utility channels running beneath the ground. If we do not
create a new Garden of Remembrance, we shall no longer be able
to inter ashes in the Churchyard of St Mary's (and we are not
allowed to scatter ashes). We are applying for a Faculty for the
new Garden, and it has the full support of the Church Council. Full
details of the proposed site, with accompanying details, may be
found at the back of church as part of the Faculty Application
process. If you require further information, please feel free to
speak to either David Hibbert or Deborah.

Remembrance 1918 -2018

In this one hundredth anniversary year of the ending of the First
World War, there have been so many commemorative events and
programmes, flames, beacons and bells, films and TV programs,
walls of poppies and pictures in the sand as well as special Services
of Remembrance and people up and down the land have
responded. Here we just recall some of those that were available
tousin pictures| est we. forget

The fl ames at t he
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The projected poppy display in St

The remembrance photographs on pages 12-14 are by David
Hibbert, Hilary Pearce and Brenda Bell.
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The Nativity Star

Joan Martin

| recently took a seven-year-old round our church \A/’

and she was keen to check up on details she had SO
been taught at school. She particularly wanted to =

J
//
see if we had a picture of the Nativity and S (g\
approved of our window in the chancel. She / \
commented that the star was correctly shown as a

cross, something | hadn’t taken in. The line from

T S Eliot’s poem ‘the journey of the Magi’ came to mind: | had
seen birth and death and thought they were different.

[Joan was the second well-versed member of the congregation to
confess to me that they had not appreciated that there was a special
Nativity or Christmas star that embraced the shape of the Cross.

If the children know about the Nativity Star, what will they think of
our 6-pointed knitted stars? Perhaps our explanation could be
something like this; that their star is to remind them that they will
one day be with Jesus in heaven, but his star is different because he
was special? Ed].

Y/hat's On in Rickmansworth
\X/atersmeet

Pantomime: Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 7-31 December,
times vary

The Arts Society, Rickmansworth

Sarratt Village Hall
Tuesday 4 December
Christmas at Covent Garden: 300 years of Christmas Shows at
one of London's Great Theatres

Sarah Lenton

11.00am; tea and coffee from 10.30am
For further information contact Gill Gowing (777715)
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CALENDAR

December 2018

NB This Calendar is based on information available at the time of
preparation. We advise you to refer to the weekly Pew Sheet or the
website for any additions or alterations.

1 Sat 10.00am  Meeting of Communion Administrants, in Church
2 SUNHEI RST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8. @ Said Holy Communion with BI
10.006mng%gblHoly Communi on witdHl
Cribs
The Travelling Crib starts
OOpmdvent Carol Service

3 Mon m Threads for Change Group (for contact see cover)
m LINK editors’ meeting
m  J Club at St Mary’s School
.45pm Community & Outreach Committee, Cloisters Hall
4Tue  9.30am Said Holy Communion
5Wed 1.10pm Collective Worship at St Mary’s School
6 Thu 9.30am Little Angels Toddlers Group, Cloisters Hall
2.30pm  Meet for Tea
8 Sat 10.00am Set up Christmas Experience
4.30pm Carols at the Lock

9 SUNHBECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8. 00alMai d Holy Communi on
10. 008mng Holy Communi on
12.15/mid Holy Communi on
1. 00pmunch Club
2.30p@hristingle Service
6. 00p®Maid Evening Prayer
6. 30p@ompl ete setting up of Chri
7.00pM Team meet s
10 Mon 2.00pm Threads for Change Grou
3.15pm  J Club at St Mary’s Schoo
7.45pm Fabric & Churchyard Committee, Cloisters Hall
11 Tue 9.30am Said Holy Communion
6.30pm St Mary’s School KS2 Christmas Service
8.00pm Lemon Tuesday rehearsal

12 Wed 11.00am Charlotte House Carol Service, in Church
1.10pm Collective Worship at St Mary’s School
7.45pm Housegroup (for contact, see cover)

13 Thu 9.30am Little Angels Toddlers Group, Cloisters Hall

14 Fri  7.30pm Lemon Tuesday Concert



16 SUMHEHI RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8. 00anfaid Holy Communi on
10.00aSung Holy Communi on
6. 00pnsaid Evening Prayer

17 Mon 7.45pm Stewardship & Finance Committee, Cloisters Hall
18 Tue 9.30am Said Holy Communion
11.00am  Home Communions through into afternoon
19 Wed 2.30pm Tea Pot Club, in Church (nb Later time)
20 Thu 6.30pm Carols at Wensum Court

23 SUNEOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8. 00antfaid Holy Communi on
10.00aSung Holy Communi on
6. 00pnCarol Service followed by
mince pies & mulled wine
24Mon Chri stmas Eve
4. 00pnCrib Service
11. 15pMi dni ght Communi on Service
Bl essing of the Crib
25 TGHRI STMAS DAY
8. 00antfaid Holy Communi on
1&){.3823Sf}r]ung-AdgbllsHmolyd300mmunion
26 W& , DdHY , Fdse yu MHAY! =
27 Tﬂllsngr], AZlsyuyfd Hfqr EMPHMCdY i3yy
28 FHisqg: | Milsy dmyy
29 Sdhomas Becket, Archbishop of Cant
30 SBNRST SUNDAY OF CHRI STMAS
8. 00angaid Holy Communi on
10. 00aSung Holy Communi on
12 nootholy Baptism
6. 00pnBl ue ChrSiestvmase (see p1l1l)
January LINK is published
January 2019

1 TudHE NAMI NG AND CI RCUMCI SI ON OF CI
9.30am Said Holy Communion (see p 11)

6 SUNHE FEAST OF THE EPI PHANY

8. @tn Said Holy Communion _
10. 00aSung-Agkel Holy Communi on with
Choir and Bellringers Regul ar

Wed 7.30pm Bellringing
Thu 7.45pm Choir

New members welcome at both practices - just come along
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Library News

We are grateful to Nesta Williams for the donation of books from
her collection to the Church.

St Mary’s People

LOUI SA GARBETT

The Thanksgiving Service for Louisa, whose death on 10 October at
the age of 99 we mentioned briefly in our November LINK; took
place at the Chilterns Crematorium on Tuesday
23 October. She was a lady of many names, also
known as Louie, Lulu, Garbo and Gretta, Sister,
and at St Mary’s, she and her great friend Jill
Demulder with whom she shared a flat for 50
years, were often referred to as ‘the nurses’.

Her childhood became tough following the
death of her father. To make ends meet her
mother took in a lodger and that meant Louisa
and her mother had to share a bed.
Nevertheless her school reports praised her for
her willing, reliable, neat and painstaking work
and found her sensible with a nice disposition
and character, well-mannered, truthful, straight
-forward and well-behaved. She left school at
just 14 years of age to work ‘in the print’.

A few years later Louisa contracted tuberculosis and was sent to a
sanatorium on the Isle of Wight to convalesce. It was here that she
was first encouraged to become a nurse. She trained at the
Harefield County Hospital and passed with honours in 1946 when
she was awarded a silver medal for coming second in the Middlesex
County Hospitals examination.

In due course she became the sister on a male Surgical Ward at
Harefield, and worked there for many years doing her best for her
patients with her down-to-earth approach. She also took great
interest in supporting and training junior staff, some of whom she
remained in touch with throughout their lives. When she retired in
1979 she received a glowing letter of thanks from the Senior
Nursing Officer of which this is an extract.



We have all learned something more of what the work is all
about from your commitment to total patient care and your
positive way of putting things across, spiced by a delicious sense
of humour. ... Your vitality, enthusiasm and enjoyment of life... is
very infectious.

Louisa and her friend Jill shared many interests including
birdwatching around local lakes and on RSPB holidays. Louisa’s
knitted jumpers for Jill’s nieces and nephews and the children of
colleagues were a Christmas tradition for many years.

KEI TH
Audrey Hind

Keith has been on our prayer list since November 2017, when his
sister rang us in great distress. She asked us and our church to pray
for him as he was critically ill, having been knocked off his push
bike by the driver of a car. He had been rushed to hospital
unconscious in a critical condition. He had a fractured skull and
suffered severe brain damage and was not expected to live.

Keith is the eldest child of Janet, my oldest and best friend, who
has 'great faith' in the Lord and she believed that God would
miraculously heal him. She wanted as many Christians to hold Keith
up in prayer as possible. Janet also believed that Keith would walk
out of the hospital. The doctors kept Keith in an induced coma for
several weeks in an attempt to give his brain the best chance to
recover from the severe trauma.

| am very pleased to report that Keith indeed walked out of the
hospital after 8 months, albeit unsteadily, on 16 July this year.
There is still a long way to go and he still needs 24-hour care but
every day sees some improvement. He has recovered most of his
memory, is able to lead a more normal life and is looking forward
to the day when he can go out on his own and more than that he
longs for the day when he will be able to return to work.

Janet and her family wish to thank you all for your support of them
in their dark days and to share with us our joy and praise for the
Lord's faithfulness.

Bless you all and thank you.
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St Mary’s in the Past
1908

The Revd Charles Parkinson began by describing the message of
Advent as “a call to every soul to ‘Prepare to meet thy God’”. He
said that ‘the mighty realities of Death, Judgement, Heaven and
Hell concerned everyone but were nevertheless being ignored’.
During Advent there were to be series of sermons and addresses on
Sunday mornings, afternoons and evenings, Wednesday afternoons
and Friday evenings, some taken by the Vicar others by ministers
from as far away as Barking and Kingsbury.

Turning to Christmas, he urged readers to keep it as a Christian
festival, “something much more and much higher than a mere time
of merry-making and enjoyment, with Christmas Communion given
the first place”. Holy Communion was celebrated at 6.30am,
8.00am and 12 noon on Christmas Day, with Matins at 11.00am and
Evensong with carols at 4.00pm.

After last month’s evidence of how many people failed to put
anything in the collection, the Churchwardens did another survey
at morning service. On that occasion the Offertory amounted to £8
18s 2d, made up of 323 coins, 192 of them copper. They estimated
that there were 350 people in church.

The December Sunday School lessons were: Man, God'’s chief work,
How sin came, The Saviour promised and The Saviour comes and
were taken from Series | of Potter and Sheard’s Catechizings for
Church and Sunday School. Children not Sunday School members
could obtain copies of the questions and answers from Col. Brown
for 1%2d.

At the Annual Meeting of the SPG, after tea and cakes, those of
the 150 people invited who came listened to a very interesting talk
on Canada, with several humorous anecdotes.

The magazine contained an appeal to parishioners to show
consideration to local traders by shopping early during the
Christmas season, preferably before 5pm and not waiting until 10
o’clock at night.

And from The Sign the answers to a couple of questions:

Q. Why are words in the Bible print
emphasis is needed.
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A. [shortened]. Italic type is not used for emphasis in the Bible,
but to indicate that words not present in the original Greek or
Hebrew, have been added to make sense of the text.

Q. On communicating recently at
stranger, the priest wiped the |
administering to each communi can
authority for this?

T W
i p
| A

| know of no authority for what you describe.

1978

The Revd John Richardson started his Advent and Christmas letter,
Just Looking, picking out ‘professional jumblers’, “who, like
auditors and chicken-sexers know exactly what to look for and
where to look and nothing will distract them”. He described
December as ‘a month for looking’ - but for most people, without
the jumbler’s single-mindedness; looking for shopping, at
Christmas lights, at presents...

He mentioned different ways of looking (gawping, searching
glancing) and different examples of what one might see (a road
accident, television, a passer-by...) and moving to the Christmas
story confessed that he often wondered whether he would have
been among the majority who glanced and moved on. The
characters in the story looked upon it differently, some with
kindness, and a very few with awe - and found what they sought.
He reminded readers of Jesus himself saying, “You may hear and
hear, but you will never understand, you may look and look but
you will never see, because your eyes are dull and your ears
closed”.

It was a sad fact, John said, that most people today do not see
beyond the celebration and the carols. His wish was that all people
would be like the professional jumblers and burrow between all
the extras to see what Christmas was really all about, and make
the effort to think, pray and worship and discover how “God
discloses himself in a little thing that made a woman cry.”

Graham Blacktop’s sermons on Church history were praised.
Someone commented that they lasted 31 minutes on average and
he didn’t think he would stay the course, but in the event enjoyed
them. Numbers attending the evening service grew through the
series.
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Plans for what was already being called ‘the Church Centre’ had
already been drawn up, were displayed in Church and were
explained by Howard Beard and Ted Bridges at the Parish Meeting.
Two major obstacles remained: obtaining planning permission in a
Conservation Area and raising an estimated £100,000-£150,000,
which was regarded as hard, but not impossible. The money would
be collected through, rather than by, the congregation, and
schemes were already in place for doing so.

Christmas greetings had been received from previous vicar Norman
Hill, who said they were having fun telling Rickmansworth people
Rickmansworth news!

The subscription to be collected for Parish News was £1 for the
year, £1.84 for postal copies. Individual ones were 10p.

The St Mary’s branch of the Mothers Union had been unable to find
a new Enrolling Member, which meant sadly that they had to close
it. Members hoped to meet unofficially from time to time and to
continue to call the Second Tuesday Holy Communion Service at
9.30am theirs.

There was to be a Children’s Christmas Party on 16 December for 5
-11 year-olds. Numbers were limited to 50 ‘to preserve law and
order and sanity’. There would be games, tea and a conjuror.

Ho, ho, ho; a further extract of the mysterious vicar’s diaries
allegedly found when clearing out the Old Vicarage relating to
Christmas includes the following:

Surprised to find Mr Tyler, our organist fishing apples out of
the organ into which they had fallen. | remarked, “I hope you
get them all out, or Morning Service will be disorganised”. He
did not seem particularly amused... | must find somewhere
else to store the apples.

On returning home exchanged presents with my dear wife and
children. Poverty and Chastity have made a delightful poker-
work night-cap stand and a red flannel night-cap, and | was
particularly touched by a useful hymn book warmer in green
wool from Obedience. Clemency Jane presented me with a
copy of the Bishop of Bulawayo’s book, With Bible and
Elephant Gun among the Matabele. Could not help noticing
though, that she was not as overjoyed as | had expected with
the family-size egg preserving vat that | had bought for her.

However, we had a Merry Christmas!
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Nature Notes
Angel a Hall

“One for sorrow, two for joy...”, but what am | to make of fifteen

(I think) magpies chattering and cavorting around our neighbours’
roofs? As winter approaches there is a tendency for birds to flock
together. For the smaller ones this offers protection from
predators. If you are one of a group of ten tits or goldfinches the
odds are nine to one against your being grabbed by a
sparrowhawk. We also seem to have more blackbirds than usual in
the garden and our hawthorn bush is already nearly stripped of
berries. The ivy berries, however, will soon be ripe and these
always prove a good source of bird food though the wood pigeons
flounder in a most ungainly fashion as the branches sag under
their weight. Wood pigeons breed for most of the year and the
newly fledged ones can be identified by the absence of a white
collar. One of these nearly came to an untimely end when feeding
on the playing field. Roxy, our elderly spaniel cross, abandoned
her usual dignified potter, tensed up and started stalking it,
breaking into a run as she got nearer. It only just took off in time.
| have seen her do this with a young fox. He watched her approach
until she started running then shrugged his shoulders, so to speak,
and disappeared into the bushes. | think her days of actually
catching anything are probably over.

There are quite a few fine oak trees near where we live and
autumn always brings a number of jays attracted by the acorns.
Squirrels also seem to be more numerous though | suspect they are
just more noticeable rushing round, chattering and burying hazel
nuts and acorns. At the end of October | saw what | am almost
sure was a small flock of redwings in a holly tree in the woods,
another sign of approaching
winter.

Frogs, of course, should be thinking
about hibernating but one in our
garden didn’t make it. | found a
mangled corpse on the lawn, well
about three quarters of a corpse
actually. Whodunnit? A cat, a fox,
a magpie or even Roxy. Another
dead body was that of a young
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dunnock that had flown into a window in the Church Centre
cloisters. This used to be quite a regular occurrence but the hawk
cut-outs stuck to the glass have mostly solved the problem. But, as
they say, “Where there’s life there must also be death.”

LINK 2020 and Beyond
Brenda Bell

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to be involved in producing
LINK for the past 22 years—and still is, but for various reasons |
have been considering when to retire for two or three years now.
One can’t go on for ever and | sense that for me it will soon be the
right time- and the time to let someone else have the great job - it
really is, though of course there is some work involved. Forgive any
moaning - but | have somehow met my deadlines!

We have been ‘a man down’ ever since Suzanne Warren left and
I’ve hesitated to step down because our pleas for help have long
fallen on deaf ears. However, sometimes the only way to find a
successor is to actually create the vacancy. With great regret |
have therefore decided to retire as a LINK editor at the end of
2019. I am announcing this a year in advance to give the best
chance of finding one or more new editors and helping them up to
speed, if necessary.

We need to find someone, preferably two people, who can put a

magazine together during nextyear. Debor ah has asked
state cl adr-onyoe t h@ames forward to hel
|l onger be @eofbaddiJane are willing to continue for a

while, but only if they have help and all three of us would be

pleased to help you learn the ropes, if necessary. We shall tell you

more about what’s needed in the New Year.

I have found the work fulfilling, interesting, moving and fun and
have got to know more people and more about the Church through
it. So | am sure could you.

Now for some Christmas ‘cheer’, though you may need some
alcohol to appreciate some of these fully!



The 1 Corinthians 13 of Christmas
From Minehead Matters via Joan

If | decorate my house with beautiful bows, strands of twinkling
lights and shiny baubles, but do not show love to my family, | am
just another decorator.

If | slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of mince pies,
roasting a perfect turkey, and lay a magnificent table, but have no
love for my guests, | am just another cook.

If I work in the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give
all that I have to charity, but do not have compassion in my heart
for those in need, | am just another social service; it profits me
nothing.

If | decorate the tree with shimmering angels and crocheted
snowflakes and attend a myriad of holiday parties, but do not
focus on Christ, | have missed the point.

Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the
decorating to help one’s wife with the boring housework. Love
puts the Christmas present shopping on hold in order to run the
elderly neighbour to the doctor. Love is kind, though harried and
tired. Love does not envy another home that has more expensive
presents, or even co-ordinated Christmas china and table linen.
Love doesn’t yell at the children to get out of the way; love is glad
that they are there to be in the way. Love doesn’t give only to
those who are able to give in return, but rejoices in giving to those
who can’t.

Love bears all things, even irritating relatives. It believes all
things, and encourages teenagers to aim high for their future. It
hopes all things, endures all things, even a spouse who is
depressed about their job prospects. Love never fails other
people. Computer games will crash, even cashmere jumpers will
wear out, and golf clubs will get lost. But the gift of love will
endure for ever. Happy Christmas.
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Encouraging the Congregation

Another letter from Bishop Eustace to his Nephew
from Minehead Matters

The Rec r
t

to
St James he
My Dear Nephew Darren
There are times when | indulge you too much; why | ever let you
run your course Taking Responsibility for your Church among our
congregation, | am now unable to understand. | had hopes that it
might encourage a few more people to volunteer for the flower
rota, or give occasional help mowing the churchyard. | even had a
vague fantasy that someone might turn detective, and discover
who was eating all the chocolate biscuits between Sundays,
condemning the rest of us to munch on rich tea after Services.

Unfortunately your course has proved to be inspirational and has
fired up our members to take on all sorts of new initiatives.
Enthusiasm in a congregation can be a very dangerous thing,
especially if people start making decisions on their own.

Those who formed a welcoming group are admittedly well-meaning
- although it was more than a little traumatic for those coming
through the door the next Sunday to be greeted with frenzied
handshakes, big toothy smiles and even hymnbooks. That is
unheard of in this church - we always ignore people and leave
them to find hymnbooks - if they can.

Naturally all those offering to take prayers, produce new orders of
Service and even to give the occasional sermon have been booked
on the appropriate training courses. By the time they have been
completed, | can only hope that they will have gone off the idea.

But it was the group that decided to ‘beautify’ the church that
proved the most tiresome. Hanging the Christmas tree lights
around the altar made it look as if | was standing behind a
fairground stall, waiting to invite people to throw hoops round
teddy bears - although | would have rather enjoyed making the
winners sit for the rest of the Service holding a polythene bag
containing a goldfish.

Our pulpit has also been given a makeover, with the various panels
painted in contrasting colours; | am sure the sixteenth century



Flemish woodcarvers would be delighted with the result, although
the next time any medieval historians come to view it, | shall take
the day off - probably travelling abroad.

My dear Darren, your course took the stopper out of the bottle;
would you please run another to put it back?

Your loving uncle
Eustace

Smile

Old Chestnuts and Christmas Crackers

\XYho Am I?

A well-known Politician was visiting a home for the elderly. He
went up to one old lady.

‘Hallo, my dear. Do you know who | am?’

‘No, I’m sorry,’ she replied. ‘I haven’t the faintest idea. But don’t
let it worry you, we’re all the same here. You just ask Matron,
she’ll soon tell you.’

In the Restaurant
Diner: ‘Oh dear, | only seem to have enough cash on me to pay this
bill.’
Waiter: ‘Let me add it up again, sir.’

At the Dentist
The Bishop was having a new denture fitted by his dentist.
‘How does that feel, your grace?’
‘Jesus Christ!’ said the Bishop.
‘l beg your pardon, your grace?’
‘Jesus Christ!’ said the Bishop again.
‘Are you feeling quite all right, your grace?’

‘All right? All right?’ exclaimed the Bishop. ‘My dear man, | cannot
thank you enough! For the first time in years, | am able to
pronounce the name of Our Blessed Redeemer without whistling!’
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Little Fish
'Dad, is it true that whales eat little fish, like sardines?'
‘That's right, son.’
‘But how do they get them out of the tins?

Pizzas
‘How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas?’
‘Deep pan, crisp and even!’

LINK
Subscribe to LINK in 2019

It is time to pay your annual subscription for LINK 2019. If

you collect your copy from church or it is posted to you there
is an order form with this issue. If your copy is delivered your
distributor will collect the money and you don’t need a form.

We do encourage you to sign up and pay £6.00 (£14.00 by post) for
the year for three reasons. We will have a good idea of how many
copies to print to avoid wastage; you don’t have to remember 50p
on the last Sunday of the month; there is less loose cash lying
around.

The printed version is a handy reference for dates, contact phone
numbers etc but if you want to fully appreciate the colour photos
(and possibly enlarge them) why not look at the e-version as well.
If you sign up for this you will get a notification each month when
LINK is published. We can add you to the mailing list if you email
link@stmarysrickmansworth.org.uk or you can sign up yourself via
the LINK page of the church website
www.stmarysrickmansworth.org.uk.

We use MailChimp which is a free, secure mailing service and your

details will only be used for sending you LINK each month. There is
no charge for e-LINK but donations to the Church to cover general

production costs would be much appreciated.

Of course you can subscribe to both versions.



The Motley Crew presents

Sleeping Beauty

Friday 10 January at | 7. 30y
Saturday 11 January at 2. 30pm

Tickets will be available from the Church Office or Sue
and Chris Hillier

Dave Walker Cartoon
Reproduced, with permission, from cartoonchurch.com

ADVENT

CONTROVERSIES

]

WHO WILL LIGHT THE CANDLES SHOULD THE WREATH HAVE
ON THE ADVENT WREATH? ONE PINK CANDLE?
SERMON ABOUT SHALL WE PUT 0.0 0
PENITENCE AND THE TREE UP Q L1
Jufc.:ngpw THIS AFTERNOON? mm o
i 44 o0
D o
nm Qg
0DQ O
( LS
WHETHER TO PREACH ON WHO CoUuLD HAVE EATEN THE
CHALLENGING ADVENT THEMES VESTRY ADVENT CALENDAR CHOCOLATES?
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A Happy Christmas to al/l

January LINK
Copy Deadl i n €lhursday 29 November
Publ i cati on @&undag30 December

We are very pleased to receive contributions of interest to members of
the Church and the local community. Your name should be included (we
will respect requests not to publish it) and items should not be subject to
copyright. Please let a member of the LINK Committee, whose phone
numbers are on the back cover, have them by the above copy date
preferably by emailat| i nk @st marysri ckmae@wort h. ol
accept handwritten copy. We may have to edit for space or other reasons
and tight deadlines do not always allow for discussion of changes with
authors. We like good quality photographs. Please note that opinions
expressed in LINK are not necessarily those of the Editors of LINK or

St Mary’s Church.



Contacts (continued)

The code

Officers (continued)
Church Council Secretary
CofE Electoral Roll and
Methodist Members Roll
Methodist Council Secretary
Church Giving Advisor (A)
Treasurer

\X/orship
Altar Servers
Bellringers
Intercessors
Lesson Readers
Organist and Choirmaster

Sacristan
Sidespeople
Welcomers

Christian Teaching and Prayer
Bible Reading Fellowship
Exploring Prayer Group
House Groups Tues am:

Wed pm:

Pastoral
Baptism (Christening)
Confirmation
Children’s Communion
Home Communion
Home/Hospital Visiting
Wedding Bookings
Social Committee
Coffee after Church
Events Committee
Handbell Ringers
Meet for Tea
Motley Crew (Drama Group)
Sunday Lunch Club

Children and Young People
Children’s Church Leader
Sunbeams (3-5s)

Shooting stars (6-11)

CONTI NUED ON

f aru neblelr sphamd es s

ot herwise stated,
Buzz Coster via Church Office
John Glidden 223613
Petra Hedges 222715
David Gilbert via Church Office
Adam Shiels 07950 262798
Chris & Sue Hillier 779580
David Hibbert (Captain) 773735
The Revd Deborah Snowball 772627
June Poppleton 773388

07943 601717
07519 318049

Andrew Sykes

organistsmr@gmail.com
David Gilbert and team
David Hibbert

David Carruthers

via Church Office
773735
07831 387541

Sue Hillier 779580
The Revd Deborah Snowball 772627
Gillian Baker, 775890
Brenda Bell 772482
Jane Pummell 774343
via Church Office
The Revd Deborah Snowball 772627
The Revd Deborah Snowball 772627
via Church Office
The Revd Deborah Snowball 772627
via Church Office
The Revd Deborah Snowball 772627
Anne Kay 773470
The Revd Deborah Snowball 772627
Suzanne Warren 01442 385922
Joan Martin 775433
Chris and Sue Hillier 779580
Gill Gowing 777715
gmgowing@btopenworld.com
Maxine Platzman 896622
Rachel Turvey via Church Office
Rachel Turvey via Church Office
Christine Martin Ayling  via Church Office
BACK OF COVER

S
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The code f orunablelr sphomd ess ot her wi se
Contacts (continued)

Children and Young People (continued)

X Team (Youth Group, year 7+)  David Carruthers 07831 387541
Little Angels: babies & toddlers, Gillian Thomas 07957 749636
Thurs am, Cloisters Hall
Girlguiding UK
Rainbows: Yvonne Wells via Church Office
Brownies: Ali Hampton via Church Office
Guides: Tracy Jenkins via Church Office
Church School St Mary’s CofE Primary 776529
Headteacher: Mrs Emma Edwards
School website: www.stmarys698.herts.sch.uk
Administration
Charitable Giving Committee Jane Earl (Chair) 711695
Community and Outreach David Carruthers (Chair) 07831 87541
Harvest Giving Jennett Day 237248
Safeguarding officers: Mary Weatherilt 07593 532567
Helen Swain 07593 532567
email: safeguarding@stmarysrickmansworth.org.uk
Stewardship and Finance John Rhodes via Church Office
Buildings and Support
Church Centre Booking Karen Ellis, Church Office 721002
Church Centre Committee Martyn Gowing (Chair) 777715
Church Bookings via Church Office
Church Cleaning June Poppleton 773388
Cloisters Hall Bookings Janet Carruthers 07799 050532
Cloisters Hall Committee The Revd Deborah Snowball (Chair) 772627
Fabric & Churchyard David Hibbert (Chair) 773735
Flowers Hilary Pearce 896025
Library Michael Baker 776109
Steeple Keeping David Hibbert 773735
Threads for Change Beryl Baker 776109
Communications
LINK (Church Magazine)
editors: Brenda Bell 772482
Geoff Hall 720543
Jane Pummell (& Subscriptions) 774343
email: link@stmarysrickmansworth.org.uk
Newsletter ¢/o Communication Committee
Website Buzz Coster 775908
Representatives for Organisations Beyond St Mary's
Action for Children Christine Butler 778001
CARE (07935 269144) Jenny Woods (St Mary’s Rep) 447417
The Children’s Society Suzanne Powell via Church Office
Christian Aid Gill & Martyn Gowing 777715

{ SS w22/ HREnail LINK link www.stmarysrickmansworth.org.uk
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